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1. Apparatus fdtr inhibiting the theft of portable 
equipment having an external wall provided with a specially 
designed slot having preselected dimensions wherein the 
external wall has an inner:... surf ace , comprising: 

an attachment mechanism including means for attaching 
a flexible securing device to said attachment mechanism; 

means, attachable to said attachment mechanism, for 
engaging the slot to secur^a said attachment mechanism proximate 
the external wall; and 

a flexible secur 
external to the equipment 



Lng device to be secured to an object 
ind adapted to be secured to said 



attaching means of said attachment mechanism, wherein 



attachment of the equipment 
the equipment. 



to said object inhibits theft of 



s claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
a cable. 

s claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
permanently fixed to the attachment 



2 . An apparatus i 
flexible securing device is 

3 . An apparatus 
cable dead ends into and i 
mechanism. 

4. An apparatus is claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
attachment mechanism includes a base portion and an attachment 
member connected to said bise portion, said attachment member 
having an aperture sized t) permit said cable to pass through 
the aperture. - 



5. An apparatus a 
attachment member is hingably 



6. An apparatus 
including a screw for engac 
portion of the attachment n 
engage with said screw, whe 



s claimed in claim 4 wherein said 
connected to said base portion 



s claimed in claim 5 further 
ing with an aperture in said base 
echanism, said slot being sized to 
rein said attachment member being 
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directly couplable to sa 
screw through said aperture 



external wall by inserting said 
and into said slot. 



7 . An apparatus a 
attachment mechanism includle 
said aperture being sized 
the aperture. 



s claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
s a housing having an aperture, 
t[o permit said cable to pass through 



8 . An apparatus a 
engaging means includes an 
dimensions, the peripheral 
conforming closely to the c 
engagement member being mo\ 



second position in which sa 
inner surface of said exter 



9 . An apparatus a 
engaging means further inc 
portion rotatably mounted 



s claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
engagement member having peripheral 
dimensions of the engagement member 
imensions of the slot, said 
able between a first position in 



which said engagement member is insertable into said slot and a 



id engagement member engages said 
nal wall within said slot. 

s claimed in claim 8 wherein said 
3]udes a spindle having a first 
ithin said housing and a shaft fixed 
to the first portion and extending outwardly from the housing, 
said engagement member being integral with the shaft at a 
distal end of the shaft, so that in the first position of the 
engagement member said engagement member is insertable into the 
slot, said spindle being rotatable 90 degrees to position said 
engagement member in said second position so that said 
engagement member is misaligned with the slot and engages the 
inner surface of the external wall. 



10. An apparatus 
including means for prevent 
said engagement member is 



as claimed in claim 9 further 
ing rotation of said housing when 
i}n said second position. 



11. An apparatus 
means for preventing rotat:. 
from a lower end of the hou 
dimension, the cross-secti 
and the shaft of the spindl 



as claimed in claim 10 wherein said 
on includes abutment means emanating 
sing having a cross-sectional 
4nal dimension of the abutment means 
e in combination conforming closely 



to the dimensions of the slot, said abutment means and said 
shaft being insertable into the slot in said first position 



with the engagement membe 



said spindle being rotata )le 90 degrees to said second position 



in which said engagement 
and said abutment means a 

12 . An apparatu 
including means for retai 



nember is misaligned with said slot 
id the shaft occupy the slot. 

5 as claimed in claim 11 further 
ling said engagement member in said 



second position, said mea is for retaining said engagement 



member in said second pos 



of the spindle and engaga 
adapted to selectably act 
rotation of the spindle 



aligned with the abutment means, 



ition comprising a locking element 



including a locking mechanism integral with said first portion 



ble with the housing, and a key 

uate the locking mechanism to prevent 



<K 



13 . An apparatus as claimed in claim 11 further 
including means for retaining said engagement member in said 
second position, said means for retaining said engagement 
member in said second position comprising a transverse aperture 
in said housing, said first portion of said spindle including 
an aperture aligned with the aperture in the housing when the 
engagement member is in skid second position, said flexible 
securing device adapted to extend through both the aperture in 
the housing and the aperture in the spindle to prevent rotation 
of the spindle. 



14. Apparatus fot inhibiting theft of portable 
equipment having an external wall provided with a specially 
designed slot having preselected dimensions wherein said 
external wall has an inner surface and an outer surface, 
comprising 

an attachment mechanism including means for attaching 

:o said attachment mechanism; 
to said attachment mechanism, for 
said attachment mechanism proximate 
aging means having first and second 
engagement portions being movable between a first position in 



a flexible securing device 

means, attachable 
engaging the slot to secure 
the external wall, said eng 



which said engagement porta 
and a second position in wt 
said inner surface of said 
and 

a flexible securi 



15 . An apparatus 
flexible securing device i 
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ons are insertable within said slot 
ich said engagement portions engage 
external wall proximate said slot; 

ng device to be secured to an object 



external to the equipment ind adapted to be secured to said 
attaching means of said attachment mechanism, wherein 
attachment of the equipment to said object inhibits theft of 
the equipment. 



as claimed in claim 14 wherein said 
a cable. 



16. An apparatus as claimed in claim 15 wherein said 
attachment mechanism includes a housing and said attachment 
means includes a transversa aperture in said housing sized to 
permit said cable to pass therethrough to secure the housing to 
the cable. 



17 . An apparatus 
engaging means is integral 



as claimed in claim 16 wherein said 
attached to said housing. 



18. An apparatus ks claimed in claim 17 wherein said 
engaging means is in j ection \molded . 

19. An apparatus ate claimed in claim 17 wherein said 
engaging means is made from 4 resilient plastic material. 



20. An apparatus asl claimed in claim 17 wherein said 
engaging . means further comprises a shaft integrally attached to 
a lower end of said housing and a base portion connected to 
said shaft, a length of said dhaft being substantially equal to 
a thickness of the external walll, said first and second 
engagement portions comprising! first and second, inwardly 
angled side walls located on obposite sides of said base 
portion, said side walls being bendable to said first position 
so that said base portion and £iaid shaft are insertable into 
said slot, said side walls beiig spreadable back to said second 
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position so that said basW portion engages said inner surface 



of said external wall pro 
occupies the slot. 

atujs 



21. An appar 
housing further includes 
receive said engaging mea 
a second, closed end. 



22. An appar atu 
engaging means further co 



imate said slot and the shaft 



as claimed in claim 16 wherein said 
a first, open end sized to slidably 
ns therein, said opening extending to 



s as claimed in claim 21 wherein said 
prises an engagement member including 
an upper portion having ah aperture and first and second, 
spaced apart engagement atms connected to said upper portion, 
said first and second engagement portions being integrally 
connected to said engagement arms at a distal end of the arms, 
a length of the arras external the housing when said engagement 
member is completely received in the housing being 
substantially equal to a thickness of the external wall, said 
arms being bendable to said first position in which said 
engagement portions and said arms external said housing are 
insertable within said slot, said arms spreading out to said 
second position wherein satLd engagement portions engage said 
inner surface of the wall «ind said arms occupy the slot. 

23. An apparatus as claimed in claim 21 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises an engagement member having 
first and second, spaced apart engagement arms connected at a 
proximal end of the engagement member and defining a cable 
clearance space between thti arms sized to permit said cable to 
pass therethrough, said first and second engagement portions 
being integrally connected to said engagement arms at a distal 
end of the arms, a length cf the arms external the housing when 
said engagement member is completely received in the housing 
being substantially equal tlo a thickness of the external wall, 
said arms being bendable to\ said first position in which said 
engagement portions and saifl arms external said housing are 
insertable within said slotA said arms spreading out to said 

\ ' 



second position wherein sAid engagement portions engage said 
inner surface of the wall and said arms occupy the slot. 



24. An apparatus 
engaging means further inc 
with said upper portion of 
upper end of said aperture 
cable when said cable is i 
aperture in the housing and 
of the engagement member w 



as claimed in claim 22 wherein said 
udes an abutment surface integral 
the engagement member proximate an 
said abutment surface engaging said 
inserted through both the transverse 
the aperture in the upper portion 



ith said engagement member completely 
within said housing to secure said housing to said engagement 
member . 



25. An apparatus 
including an abutment surf 
engagement member for engag 
member is completely receiv 



as claimed in claim 23 further 
ape at the proximal end of said 
ing said cable when said engagement 
ed within said open end of the 



housing and said cable is inserted through both the transverse 



aperture in the housing and 



the cable clearance space between 



the arms to secure said houjsing to said engagement member 

27. An apparatus [as claimed in claim 16 wherein said 
housing further includes a bottom end having a threaded hole 
sized to receive a screw th srethrough . 



28. An apparatus 
engaging means further incl 



is claimed in claim 27 wherein said 
ides an engagement member having an 
upper portion including an Aperture sized to allow said screw 
to pass therethrough and finst and second, spaced apart 
engagement arms fixed to saild upper portion defining a 
clearance space between the arms coupled to said aperture, a 
length of the arms being substantially equal to a thickness of 
the external wall, said first and second engagement portions 
being connected to the arms at a distal end of the arms, said 
engagement arms and said first and second engagement portions 
being insertable into said sllot in said first position, said 
arms being spreadable to saidt second position upon insertion of 
said screw through said hole in the housing, said aperture in 
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the upper portion of the^J engaging means and said clearance 
space, wherein said engagement portions engage said inner 
surface of the external wall to secure the housing proximate 
the wall. 

29. An apparatus- as claimed in claim 15 wherein said 
attachment mechanism incl ides an attachment member having an 
upper portion and a base portion connected to said upper 
portion, said attaching m^ans including an aperture in said 
upper portion sized to permit said cable to pass therethrough. 

30. An apparatus! as claimed in claim 29 further 
including a housing having! a transverse aperture through top 
and bottom walls of said housing sized to permit said upper 
portion of said attachment! member to pass therethrough, said 
housing further including In opening in a first end wall 
extending to a second, spaied apart closed end wall, said 
opening being sized to slidably receive said engaging means 
therein. \Vl 

31. An apparatus Ws claimed in claim 30 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises an engagement member having 
first and second, spaced apart engagement arms connected to a 
transverse member at a proximal end of the arms and defining a 
clearance space between said engagement arms and said 
transverse member adapted tol permit said first portion of said 
attachment member to pass therethrough, said engagement 
portions being connected to said arms at a distal end of the 
arms, a length of the arms external the housing being 
substantially equal to a thickness of the external wall when 
said engagement member is completely received within said 
housing and said transverse member abuts said closed end of the 
housing, said arms being bendable to said first position in 
which said engagement portions and said arms are insertable 
within said slot, said arms spreading out to said second 
position wherein said engagement portions engage said inner 
surface of the wall and said arms occupy the slot. 
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32. An apparatus as claimed in claim 31 further 
including an abutment surface at a lower end of said transverse 
member for engaging with said first portion of the attachment 
member when said transverse member abuts said closed end of the 
housing and said first portion of said attachment member is 
inserted through said apenture in the housing and within said 



clearance space to thereb; 
attachment member. 



secure said engagement member to the 



33. Apparatus foW inhibiting theft of portable 
equipment having an external wall provided with a specially 
designed generally rectangular slot having preselected 
dimensions wherein said ext.ernal wall has an inner surface, 
comprising: 

an attachment mechanism including a housing and means 
for attaching a flexible securing device to said housing; 

means, attachable to said housing, for engaging the 
slot to secure said housing proximate the external wall 
including an engagement member having peripheral dimensions, 
said engaging means being rotatable between a first position in 
which said engagement member is insertable within said slot and 
a second position in which \said engagement member engages said 
inner surface of said external wall within said slot; 

means for preventing rotation of said housing when 
said engagement member is in said second position; 

means for retaining said engagement member in said 
second position; and 

a flexible securinjg device to be secured to an object 
external to the equipment and adapted to be secured to said 
attaching means of said housing, wherein attachment of the 
equipment to said object inhibits theft of the equipment. 



34. An apparatus a 
flexible securing device is 



s claimed in claim 33 wherein said 
a cable. 



attaching means includes an 
permit said cable to pass tt 



35. An apparatus a/s claimed in claim 34 wherein said 



aperture in said housing sized to 
erethrough. 
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36. An apparatus a 
engaging means is integrally 
said housing. 



Is clai 



med in claim 35 wherein said 



shaft, a length of the shaft 
thickness of the external wa 



engagement member and said s 
said housing being rotatable 
engagement member in said se 



attached to a lower portion of 



37. An apparatus as claimed in claim 36 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises a shaft, said engagement 
member being integral with said shaft at a distal end of the 

being substantially equal to a 
11, the peripheral dimensions of 



the engagement member conforming closely to the internal 
dimensions of the slot so that in said first position said 



haft are insertable into the slot, 

90 degrees to position said 
:ond position wherein said 
engagement member is misaligned with the slot so' that said 
engagement member engages the inner surface of the external 
wall and said shaft occupies a portion of said slot. 
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38. An apparatus as\ claimed in claim 37 wherein said 
means for preventing rotation! of said housing includes a screw 
threadably engagable with a thread hole formed in a lower end 
of said housing proximate said shaft, a length of the screw 
external the housing being substantially equal to a thickness 
of the external wall, the cross-sectional dimensions of the 
screw external the housing and Ithe shaft in combination closely 



conforming to the dimensions of 
engagement member is in said se 
insertable through said housing 
said shaft to a position in whi 
housing and said shaft occupy s 



39. An apparatus as 
means for retaining said engage 
position includes a screw thre 
hole formed in a lower end of :i 
shaft, the length of the screw 
substantially equal to the thi 
cross-sectional dimensions of t 



the slot so that when the 
ond position, the screw is 
and into the slot proximate 

2h said screw external the 

aid slot. 



cl 



aimed in claim 37 wherein said 
ment member in said second 
s|dably engagable with a thread 
aid housing proximate said 
external the housing being 
:kness of the external wall, the 
he screw external the housing 



and the shaft in combina 
dimensions of the slot s 



tioh 
o th 



40. An apparatus a 



me; 



spindle having a first porti 
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closely conforming to the 
at when the engagement member is in 
rew is insertable through said 



said second position, the sc: 
housing and into the slot pi oximate said shaft to a position in 
which said screw external th 
said slot. 



e housing and said shaft occupy 



s claimed in claim 37 wherein said 



ans for preventing rotation of said housing includes a 



on rotatably mountable within the 



housing and a spindle arm fiixed to the first portion and 



extending outwardly from the 



length of the arm external tie housing being substantially 



equal to the thickness of th 
sectional dimensions of the 



housing proximate said shaft, a 



» external wall, the cross- 
shaft and the arm in combination 
closely conforming to the dinensions of the slot so that when 
said engagement member is positioned in said second position, 
said arm is insertable into :>aid slot to a position in which 
said arm and said shaft occ^ said slot 

41. An apparatus as claimed in claim 4 0 wherein said 
means for retaining said engagement member in said second 
position includes an aperture formed through said first portion 
of said spindle, said spindle being rotatable within said 

ch said aperture in said first 
aperture in the housing, said 
d through both said aperture in the 
the first portion of the spindle 



prevent rotation of said sp 



engaging means further compr 



housing to a position in whi 
portion is aligned with saic 
cable being adapted to exter 
housing and said aperture in 
so that said spindle is rig:.dly fixed to said housing to 



ndle relative to said housing 



42. An apparatus £.s claimed in claim 35 wherein said 



ises a spindle having a first 



portion and a shaft fixed to the first portion, said engagement 
member being integral with isaid shaft at a distal end of the 
shaft, a length of the shaft being substantially equal to a 
thickness of the external wall, the peripheral dimensions of 
the engagement member conforming closely to the internal 



dimensions of the slot so tthat in said first position said 
engagement member and said khaft are insertable into the slot, 
said spindle being rotatabla 90 degrees to position said 
engagement member in said second position wherein said 
engagement member is misaligned with the slot so that said 
engagement member engages, the inner surface of the external 
wall and said shaft occupies [a portion of said slot. 



43. An apparatus as claimed in claim 42 wherein said 



means for preventing rotation 
means emanating from a lower 



of said housing includes abutment 
and of the housing, said housing 



further including a spindle opening intermediate said abutment 



means and extending to a clos 
cross-sectional dimensions of 

of the spindle in combinat ionpiclosely conforming to the 



ed upper end of said housing, the 
the abutment means and the shaft 



dimensions of the slot, said 
into the slot and the spindle 
in the housing when said enga 
position, the abutment means 
occupying the slot to prevent 



abutment means being insertable 

being receivable in the opening 
jement member is in said second 
and the shaft of the spindle 
rotation of the housing. 



44. An apparatus as 
means for retaining said enga 
position includes an aperture 
of the spindle, said spindle 
opening in said housing in sc 
engagement member so that sa 
the spindle is aligned with 
cable being adapted to extend 
housing and the aperture in 
rigidly fix said spindle to 
said spindle relative to sai 



claimed in claim 43 wherein said 
gement member in said second 

formed through said first portion 
being slidably received within the 
id second position of the 
d aperture of the first portion of 
the aperture in the housing, said 
through both said aperture in the 
he first portion of the spindle to 
aid housing to prevent rotation of 
housing . 



45. An apparatus as claimed in claim 44 further 
including at least one spring, mounted to said lower end of the 
housing. I 



as claimed in claim 42 wherein said 
le is rotatably mounted within said 
ending outwardly from a lower end of 

shaft external the housing being 
Lckness of the external wall. 



46. An apparatus 
first portion of said spind 
housing with said shaft ext 
the housing, a length of th 
approximately equal to a th 

47. An apparatus ks claimed in claim 46 wherein said 
means for preventing rotation of said housing includes abutment 
means emanating from a lowepr end of the housing located on 

the cross-sectional dimension of 
shaft of the spindle in combination 
intensions of the slot, the shaft and 
sertable into the slot with said 
ith the abutment means in said first 
position, said spindle beiiig rotatable 90 degrees to said 

id engagement member is misaligned 
with said slot and the abutment means and the shaft occupy the 
slot. 



opposite sides of the shaft 
the abutment means and the 
conforming closely to the d 
the abutment means being ir 
engagement member aligned v 



48. An apparatus 
means for retaining said e 
position includes an apert 
spindle, said aperture of 
being aligned with the ape 
position of the engagement 



as claimed in claim 47 wherein said 
ngagement member in said second 
ure in said first portion of said 
the first portion of the spindle 
rture in the housing in said second 
member, said cable being adapted to 
extend through both the aperture in the housing and the 
aperture in the first portion of the spindle to thereby affix 

ng to prevent rotation of said 
housing. 



said spindle to said hous 
spindle relative to said 



49. An apparatus as claimed in claim 48 further 
including a spring mounted to a lower portion of said spindle 
for engaging with said lower end of the housing. 



50. An apparatus as claimed in claim 4 6 wherein said 
means for preventing rotjation of said housing includes first 
and second pins mounted Ion opposite sides of said slot and 
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engagable with first and 
said housing located on c> 



51. An apparati 
means for retaining said 
position includes an aper 



second pin holes in said lower end of 
pposite sides of said shaft. 



s as claimed in claim 50 wherein said 
engagement member in said second 
ure formed through said first portion 
of said spindle, said apebture of the first portion of the 
spindle being aligned witm the aperture in the housing when 
said engagement member is tin said second position, said cable 
being adapted to extend thorough the aperture in the housing and 
the aperture in the first portion of the spindle to thereby 
affix said spindle to said housing to prevent rotation of said 
spindle relative to said housing. 



52. An apparatus as claimed in claim 48 wherein said 
engaging means further includes a spring mounted to a lower end 
of said first portion of tljie spindle 



53. A method f or I inhibit ing theft of equipment such 
as a personal computer including the steps of: 

providing a specially designed slot having 
preselected dimensions in en. external wall of said equipment; 

providing an attechment mechanism having means for 
attaching a flexible securing device to said attachment 



mechanism; 



providing means attachable to said attachment 



mechanism for engaging with said slot to secure said attachment 
mechanism proximate the external wall; and 

attaching a flexijble securing device to both said 

an object external the equipment 
wherein the attachment of the flexible securing device to the 
attachment mechanism inhibits theft of the equipment. 



attachment mechanism and to 



. 54 . An apparatus 
equipment having an externap. 
designed generally rectanguJL 
dimensions wherein said ext 
comprising: 



for inhibiting theft of portable 

wall provided with a specially 
ar slot having preselected 
irnal wall has an inner surface, 



a base unit;! 

a remote unirt including means for engaging the slot 
to secure said remote unit proximate to the external wall and 
including an indicator! and 

means, electrically coupled to said base unit and to 
said remote unit, for detecting when said base unit and said 
remote unit have been moved apart from each other beyond a 

id detecting means activating said 
indicator when said base unit and said remote unit have been 
moved apart beyond said particular distance. 




55. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein said indicator 
comprises a self -powert ;d siren. 



